Lately, Richard and Rebecca's oldest son, brain 
damaged Sergio, has been arrested and beaten by 
the Chicago police, as has Rebecca herself, in 
separate incidents... The Crete-Monee school district, 
which my own kids also go to, are trying to deny him 
to enroll in their programs, and so on. It's an across 
the board assault on every working family in America! 

Please pay close attention to the details of this 
case. Richard Flood was offered a "deal" that if 
he'd just plead guilty, he'd have been freed by 
Christmas of 2001. Obviously, the authorities 
knew the case was bogus, but pursued it anyway 
because Richard refused to participate in a lie, ' 

It truly is a case (if there ever was one!) that 
Iney are m there for us, we are out here for them!" 

My friends and those who care about me 
point out my mistakes, then show me indeed how 
to correct them. 
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The Remarkable Richard M. Flood 



Richard Flood is a powerful man r both physically and 
mentally. But, he's gentle and thoughtful, too. He's sensitive 
and oh, so giving. He's a big, strong-voiced Irish pug! 

Richard has dedicated his life to educating and empowering 
people and that is why he's been so shamelessly railroaded for 
the non-crime of rescuing his wife from a vicious assault. 

Within days of his release from Tamms! he got a job as a 
Chicago union ironworker. Soon, he became a foreman and helped 
finish some of Chicago's skyscrapers - the most awesome buildings 
in the world! He never missed a day of work in the 54 weeks he 
was "free." His time was a study in singleminded determination. 
After work, he'd spend valuable catchup time with his wife, 
Rebecca and their five children. He volunteered more time in a 
number of ways, including as a valuable member of Mr. HALO - 
Managing Ratouicaa to Make Available Life's Opportunities. His 
mentoring of gang members was mesmerizing because of his 
extensive knowledge, analysis, street smarts and genuine empathy 
for the fates of these kids. He'd been there, done that and 
somehow transcended it all - even Tamms, something marvelous. He 
would act as guide, teacher - Father. He was our dear Brother! 

His goal, for which Fred Hampton Senior was so viciously 
assassinated for, is to politicize the gangs, or as he calls 
them, "Street Nations" and to turn them from the self-hating, 
often malevolent gangbangers into Malcolm X' s and Lil' Bobby 
Huttons. What a fearless, yet crucial mission! Its realization 
is the spectre this evil system fears the most! Think of it! 

So, when this freaky situation came down and he walked out 
of that gas station and saw his wife being stabbed and beaten at 
the pay phone by three lost souls armed with a knife and club, it 
was inevitable. No matter how "not to blame" he was for taking 
such a volatile, possibly deadly situation and defusing it with 
minimal injury and saving his wife, the authorities would twist 
the facts and make the attackers the victims and Richard the bad 
guy. They had their ruse to re-incarcerate him for an outrageous 
ten years/ He should have been heralded as the local hero that 
he actually was that night! A lot of good that people do is not 
only not recognized, but actually persecuted! We've all seen it! 

So, this whole sad drama is really an indictment of the 
system by the system. Richard Flood is a huge success story! 
Hi3 life since his long incarceration has been marked by selfless 
dedication to improving himself, taking care of his family and 
serving bravely in the Cause, culminating in the heroic rescue of 
his wife followed by five hundred some days through the catacombs 
of injustice, first at Will County Jail in Joliet and then in 
Kankakee County Jail. The corruption and genuine criminality of 
these places is oozing out for all to see! His "crime" is 
bearing witness, chronicling this monstrosity and being so 
affected as to transform himself into something extra special - a 
man who will fight for what is right and relentlessly pursue 
solutions to oppression. Many, many soldiers of the struggle 
have been framed into prison. But few have been so principled 
and strong and insightful and just right there in the moment. 

Like the majestic buildings in the Loop that he helped to 
build and cap off, Richard is a tower of power - Chicago's own! 




" MOST PEOPLE REALIZE THAT CRIME 15 
SIMPLY Tlffi RESULT OP A GROSSLY 
DISPROPORTIONATE DISTRIBUTION OP 
WEALTH AND PRIVILEGE, A REFLECTION 
OP THE PRESENT STATE OP PROPERTY 



RELATIONS . 



-- GEORGE L. JACKSON 



PRISONER ZINES 



They functioned democratically, with men and women alike free to 
express themselves as they chose regarding their ideals and beliefs 
for their people. They voted on propositions on the spot, and the 
majority ruled. 

During the 70s, the LQs were "officially'' formed and became 
involved in the -business" of illegitimate capitalism with/for the 
LKs. They were also involved in the gang violence. However, for 
all intents and purposes they were under the government of the 
men as they hadn't formally created their own independent laws 
or ideology. Some of the larger "cliques" or "sets" of LQs had 
created their own literature, but it was never carried over to the 
entire female membership. When a sister named "Queen Lefty • 
who was "Queen of Queens" from the largest original clique of 
LQs, was killed by rival gang members around 1977, There followed 

iSS^ *" WhlCh ?" W ° rd Came down *™ ** 
jetes wthin the prison system that "las mujeres" were to be 

h^Tw f^ k" ***** to °'der to halt any further 
bloodshed to the women. However, Los Reyes [the Kines] 
continued to use the females as drug couriers and mules & 

The New York faction of Las Reinas [the Queens] is currently 
in existence and has its own literature, as do Los Reyes. I ™„5 
viewed these documents directly, but they have been explained to 
me as a mrxture of the older Chicago faction literature with a 
different twist to some of the mottos and slogans. 

York^nHPK^ "T PUrp ° SeS ° f my ^ te to b ™8 the New 
York and Chicago factions "to the table," as there are reported rifts 
between them, with the Chicago faction demanding that all omer 
(actions using the ALKQN name must adhere to their oririnal 

seentT^bl^f - "t "^ "^ t0 me ' ^ 
seems reasonable to me, however, is that the Chicago faction 

should practice what they preach and begin following Theh ow 

hws and stated ideologies-in particular, t^elusi^ vist nonTf 

heir Marxist roots. Then we would be on the road toward a 

theory of revolutionizing street nations. 

NOTES 

1. The texts of the ALKQN Constitution and Manifeeto are reproduced as an 

3 ' lo^ew Y^T "7 °T ially haVebeen a m «**'fr°m Chicago, buthe moved 
to New York and, w,thout authorization, formed his own chapter uskiX 
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The Re-Birth of Humanity in a Pathological Capitalistic Society */ 

Richard M. Flood 

My entire life has been In struggle - one long, continuous battle; many 
times for sheer survival; for a long time against myself, and finally, in joining 
others In striving towards a better world for all people. 

For most of my youth, even the most basic human material needs of 
sustenance, i.e. food, clothing, shelter, etc., often appeared as privilege or 
luxury. I was always told "We can't afford that," In comparison to families of 
privilege, whose children are taught early on to elevate their level of thought 
to "How can we afford that * 

My father was a drunken Irish Ironworker, who earned enough money to 
provide those basic material needs that we were lacking. He Just never 
brought any money home. What he did bring home was anger, rage, rape, 
violence, torture and mayhem. I was six years of age when my mother was 
able to free herself from the psychological stranglehold of my father and 
leave him - but it seemed that she didn't have much use for me either, as 
her own lifestyle kept her away most of the time, until one day when she 
Just didn't come back. I would see her from time to time, coming out of or 
going into some neighborhood tavern, always with a different man. 
Sometimes when she was drunk, she would call me and try to hug me and 
tell me how much she loved me, but by that time I was already indifferent to 
empty word play, although deep down I wished It was true. 

The combination of may father's abuse and my mother's neglect and 
eventual abandonment, left me spiritually bankrupt, psychologically 
traumatized and emotionally dead. Abandonment to a child is the equivalent 
of death - for when a child Is abandoned, either psychologically or In 
actuality, they perceive the world as dangerous and frightening, even 
deadly. From my perspective, I could never imagine forsaking gratification 
or security In the present for the promise of greater gratification or security 
in the future, since to me, my future seemed dubious indeed. 

The streets of the west side of Chicago raised me, the Humboldt Park 
neighborhood to be exact, home of "e/ Reyes Latinos, " and they became my 
psychological family. By the age of eight, I was deemed Incorrigible by the 
Chicago public school system, and delinquent many times over by the police 
state apparatus. But delinquency was merely an effect. The cause was that 
I was diseased, for I had contracted the debilitating disease of psycho/socio- 
pathologlcal capitalist mentality and behavior. The particular strain that I 
had contracted was exceptionally hazardous as it rendered me socio- 
poiitlcally unconscious, perhaps even comatose, even from an early age. I 
showed the same symptoms of typical capitalist society - greed, a need for 
power, conspicuous consumption, conformity, etc. However, because of the 
conditions of my life up to that point, as described above, I employed means 
of obtaining these things that were deemed "illegitimate'* by the power 
system. 

My new psychological family provided me with some of the basic human 
emotional needs that I longed for - a sense of value, acceptance, comraderie 
and a sense of belonging. My early horrific years with my father made me a 
prime candidate to carry out much of the "dirty work" for fa familia, as all my 
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Some provisions of the ALKQN Constitution may, on their 
face, appear to be quite reactionary. The reasoning behind them 
needs to be understood. One of the most glaring examples is the 
prohibition of homosexuality within the membership. However, 
when you take into consideration the epidemic rapes among 
prisoners — and particularly aginst smaller, younger, and more 
"non-aggressive" prisoners — it becomes clear that the primary 
intended purpose of the "Nation" in this instance was to set itself 
apart from the extremely dysfunctional and sordid "lifestyle" that 
is so typical of U.S. prisons. At the time that the Constitution was 
drafted (1972), there were only 15 to 20 members in each of the four 
maximum security prisons in Illinois (which on average each 
housed 1,500 prisoners at that time). The Black gangs, such as the 
Disciples, the Vice Lords, and the Blackstone Nation, were heavily 
involved in homosexual activity and/or rape, and outnumbered the 
LKs by some 50/1. Thus it was in the LKs' best interest to minimize 
opportunities for inter-nation conflicts, hence said prohibition. This 
prohibition also solidifies my view that it was at this time that the 
LKs entered the third stage of their development, as the ALKQN 
began grooming a different breed of prisoner, one who could be 
stripped down of all pre-incarceration dysfunctional conditioning 
and re-educated according to the doctrine of the Constitution/ 
Manifesto. 

Next, the prohibition against "cowards" or, better said, 
cowardice, goes hand in hand with the purpose of becoming an 
elite "commando-type" fighting unit within the prison walls. The 
LKs' notoriety for their supremacy in prison riots against the Black 
gangs, prison riot squads, and even National Guard forces, while 
being heavily outnumbered, testifies to their skills in guerrilla 
warfare and to their levels of dedication, commitment, and sacrifice 
within a system of treachery. The word soon got around, "don't 
mess with the Kings," as they equally preferred to be left alone to 
continue training and "grooming" their own. An essentially 
identical adaptation of the Constitution was sent out to the 
chapters on the streets within that same year, as the hierarchy 
envisioned a nation consisting of Natural Allies Together In One 
Nucleus (NATION). 

From the outset of the essay, I refer to the organization as the 
ALKQN. However, the Constitution governs the Kings only, while 
the Manifesto does mention "Brown women" and the "Queens" to 
a lesser extent. As I stated concerning the group's first phase, it 
began informally. There was no Constitution or Manifesto, either 
for the group as a whole or separately for the men and the women. 



With the Chicago taction of the ALKQN currently involved in 
a power struggle, as the aforementioned leaders have been 
sentenced to life in federal prison and entombed at the ADX in 
Florence, Colorado, it would appear to be the opportune time to 
approach the new leadership and stress the importance of their 
position and their opportunity to break the vicious cycle that has 
been perpetuated for over 30 years. Much more can be 
accomplished in a struggle for -all oppressed people against our real 
adversary, the power system. Just think of the possibilities, one 
million so-called street gang members united with Marxists, 
Anarchists, feminists, environmentalists, labor unions etc at 
events such as the WTO talks in Seatde. 

Strangely, there doesn't seem to be much collaboration or even 
open lines of communication between the New York and Chicago 
factions of the ALKQN at this juncture, probably because of the 
difference in practice and ideology. It would seem that the New 
York faction has surpassed the Chicago faction in their level of 
consciousness and commitment to their stated beliefs and aeenda 

£^^K" k ( T on membershi p is o p- -dus^:r y d to 

Latinos, while the Chicago faction is open to all ethnicities 

n^T l V°^ fS S0_Called Street &"& members have been 
ostracized and stigmatized as the worst of me worst by the ponce 
sute apparatus. However, if Frantz Fanon was aJK 
that the lumpenproletariat must be involved in any succe^ mZ 

SSLS^S of natior f f c origin or not - * e S£S 

orTniT^ ^^amics of these street nations' formations a?d 
organizational scnemes, and their very existence. We also need to 
embrace their culture and listen to their grievances I assure vou 
hat they are not much different than thos^of the est ouT who 
are involved m class struggle. 

Our work at the Mr. Malo Youth Center in Chicago focuses on 
raising the socio-political consciousness of these so^aUeTelne 
mmbers while quelling the criminal mentality that is p valenHn 

NonethetsTTL? " 1 " a * * ™* le *> a S^ 
rvionetneless, I for one will not write off their future as lost 

Therefore we need to develop a definite theory of transformation 
that includes cultural, social, and economic consideration!™ also 
has to have something to offer up front for the short-teTnTalda 
The Jong-tem. agenda should be to create a platform Tor focal' 
££ '«"* eCOn ° miC em P° w ^ent that is^duTve toTest 
street nations as members of a new movement of the Left 

hi S ^innnH r « ,RiCha ^ M ' Hood) wishes t0 ,hank Vctor Wallis for 
his help and supportive comments. This article is reprinted from 
Soc/atam and Democracy, no. 33 (Winter/Spring 2003 ) 
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pent up anger, rage, frustration and pain boiled inside of me and searched 
for release. My spiritual bankruptcy, psychological trauma, and emotional 
coma soon degenerated into some of the most hideous psycho/socio- 
pathological thought and bevavior one might imagine. By the age of 
eighteen, I had put in more "dirty work" for /a familia than most CIA 
operatives accomplish in a career. 

Eventually, I ended up in prison. I recall my sentencing especially, where 
thew judge said, "I see no potential for rehabilitation in you, Mr. Flood, even 
at your young age. Therefore, I hereby sentence you to one hundred years 
in prison!" I had to be restrained as I nearly went at him, then I shouted, 
"One hundred years, are you fuckln' nuts? I can't do one hundred years!" 
The bastard gave me a devilish grin and sarcastically remarked, "Well son, 
then do as much of it as you can." 

Within my first few days in prison, I ended up in the "hole" for assaulting a 
"robocop-type" guard who was hindering la fam ilia's activities behind the 
wall. So just as quickly as I did on the streets, I made my bones inside 
prison too. 

The "hole" on a segregation unit in the older maximum security prisons are 
basically "dungeons of doom." You will never, ever see a warden of any one 
of these joints conduct one of their choreographed "propaganda tours" 
through these units. For in these dungeons you will find America's most 
corrupt capitalistic criminality at its worst - it's psycho/socio-psychologically 
tormented souls at their worst - babbling incoherently, howling, screaming, 
crying, growling, self-mutilating, etc. This sickening crime against humanity 
(isolation & sensory deprivation) was held unconstitutional as "cruel and 
unusual punishment" some two hundred years ago by the United States 
Supreme Court, in a case involving the old Cherry St. Jail, in Philadelphia. 
Once again, history seems to repeat itself. 

Conversely, it is also in these dark dungeons where you will find some of the 
brightest beacons of humanity ana conscious light, ic was in these dark 
dungeons that somehow I rose above the insanity - mine, as well as others - 
and realized that it was up to me to make a change. I was able to diagnose 
myself as to the disease I had contracted. I had always enjoyed reading and 
was fortunate enough to have had someone I knew from my neighborhood 
(who was a member of the Young Lords Party) working in the hole as a 
runner. He introduced me to Marx, Lenin, Fanon, Guevara, Malcolm X, the 
Black Panther Party, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Confucius, Sun Tzu, Lao Tzu, 
Buddha and a host of others. 



From there, I immersed myself in psychology, and countless self-help books. 
Thus, I began my journey of breaking myself down - analyzing mind, body 
and soul - looking for some sign of hope. It took time, and at first it wasn't 
much, sort of like a small candle flickering in the wind. Ah, but there it was! 
Truth, the principal of spirituality! I was not who I appeared to be, for that 
poor, wretched creature was the product of something unnatural - 
conditioned to perpetuate a vicious cycle of manipulating everything opposed 
to truth in order to create a different truth, a false truth. It was then that I 
renounced everything I had contracted and had been conditioned to 
perpetuate. 
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